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have your home professionally appraised. A professional
appraisal is the best evidence against an Improper assessment
and the best proof of value. It may cost you as much as you
would save from lower property taxes, however.

STER 7 One of the most common mistakes home
buyers can make is that they fail to inform the assessor of
personal property and other valuable items which were
included in the sale. Personal property items often
included in a home’s sale price such as furniture, curtains,
washer, dryer, etc. are exempt from assessment. If you do
not inform your assessor in writing about these items, your
assessment may erroneously include this value.

STEP 8 Comparable property assessments are one of
the most important tools for a property tax assessment
appeal. If comparable properties are assessed lower than
yours, you may argue that your property is overassessed.
Make your comparable study by asking for the worksheets
of similar homes which have recently sold in your area.
Check the assessed value, the state equalized value, taxable
value, type of house, and zoning,

STEP 9 The last step in the process is to put all your

information into letter form. An example is on this page.

STEP 10 If you are not satisfied with the decision of
your local Board of Review, you may want to continue your
appeal. In order to do this, you must send a letter to the
Michigan Tax Tribunal, PO. Box 30232, Lansing, M1 48909
before June 30 and ask them to mail you the necessary
forms for appeal. You must appeal to the local Board

of Review before you can appeal to the Michigan

Tax Tribunal.
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